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For years Inyo County 
government has raked along... 
with some money problems, 
hassles with DWP, and the usual 
differences of opinion. But now 
something serious has gone 
wrong. Courthouse observers 
say the petty politics and 
personal ambitions of a few are 
eroding the system. There is 
trouble at the top and it is 
spreading. Superior Court Judge 
Don Chapman finds himself in 
the uncomfortable position of 
defending the system against 
what he says are two individuals 
in particular and even some 
members of the Board of 
Supervisors. 

The embattled Judge has 
lately found himself warding off 
political attacks as he tries to 
keep the Justice system 
functioning. He admits that this 
is not a position a Superior 
Court Judge should necessarily 
take. "The Board of Supervisors 
should be doing this. But when 
things impact my ability to run Embattled 

the Superior Court, I have to take action," Chapman said. 

. The Judge talked to News-Letter following a series of 
shake-ups at the Courthouse. The Clerk’s office was a 
shambles, the Brand Jury stymied in an Investigattlon, 
the Supervisors threatening to sue the Judge, complaints 
multiplying about the Welfare department, employees 
pressured to take sides, and morale plummeting. 

, It all started with the water agreement. In spite of 
the Supervisors' refusal to believe it, hundreds of Inyo 

(continued on p.2) 
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Costly Chaos (continued from p.1) 
people did not want that agreement. That's what all 
indications said. Public testimony, 8 phone survey, 
letters to the editor, private comments. Put for the first 
time the Supervisors failed to heed public indicators. 
They edged out onto a limb with the help of their County 
Counsel and other staff members. It was a risky move - 
dropping the groundwater ordinance fight and the 
environmental impact report suit against DWP for the 
next five years. The whole episode created a kind of 
"officials against the people” situation. Those officials 
who backed the agreement became more strongly aligned 
in defense of their actions. One Supervisor privately said 
that following the agreement, actions on other County 
Issues were motivated by the politics established during 
the agreement negotiation process. 

At budget time, Courthouse observers said it looked 
like pay-off time for those who got the agreement 
through. One man did not get special consideration - 
Superior Court Judge Don Chapman. He asked the Board 
for better pay for his secretary Linda Mills. The Judge 
said that Ms. Mills' pay was 6 levels below the 
secretaries of Dennis Myers and Buck Gibbons and 18 
levels below the secretary of County Administrator Mike 
Hanford, and her duties were at least equal to or greater 
than these other workers. "I felt this was unfair," said 
the Judge, "and I told Mike Hanford in a letter that I had 
the power to appoint Ms. Mills as my Executive Court 
Officer and that if Ms. Mills was not granted a pay raise, I 
would do it. I got a short communication,” he said, 
"denying the request." 

The Judge said that District Attorney Buck Gibbons 
was there when the Board denied his request and that the 
DA said “he only wanted to comment if Judge Chapman's 



District Attorney Buck Gibbons 



County Counsel Dennis Myers 


request were granted. The Judge finally decided to 
appoint Ms. Mills as his Executive Court Officer with a 
raise in pay. On advice from County Counsel Dennis 
Myers, the Board fought with the Judge but finally gave 
in. The Judge feels that for some reason the District 
Attorney and County Counsel Dennis Myers are unduly 
influencing affairs at the Courthouse. "On my Executive 
Officer appointment, the Grand Jury investigation of the 
Welfare department, the Clerk's office breakdown... in 
every one of these instances i have seen the hands of the 
District Attorney and County Counsel." The Judge pointed 
out that Buck Gibbons sought the Superior Court 
Judgeship at the same time he did. "He had the 
opportunity to oppose me at an election," said Chapman, 
"and I thought he would. But it is obvious to me that he 
has not given up. In my opinion Dennis Myers and Buck 
Gibbons are taking shots at the Superior Court, depriving 
the Court of the facilities snd help it needs to carry out 
its functions... all for the purpose of supporting their 
political positions. It explains a lot going on." 

Gibbons said, “there is no reason to be paranoid in 
advance. The Judge's position Is not up for election for 
another 4 years." Regardless of the motives, Judge 
Chapman says that Gibbons is interfering... particularly 
with functions of the Grand Jury. Both Myers and 
Gibbons were deeply involved in the firings of Child 
Protective Service workers Nona Holloway and Monte 
Clifford. Myers and his deputy Alicia James represented 
Welfare Director Connie Bennett and gave her advice on 
matters regarding the firings. Gibbons was involved In 
investigation of a child molestation case and attacked 
Holloway and Clifford for checking into a polygraph test 
that was given to the alleged victim and suspect in the 
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case. That incident contributed to the 
firing of both workers. Gibbons 
personally testified against Clifford in his 
termination appeal hearing. So how could 
either the County Counsel or District 
Attorney lead a Grand Jury investigation 
into the Welfare Department? These two 
men claim they don't know what the 
investigation involves and so could not 
immediately disqualify themselves 8S legal 
advisors to the Grand Jury. But Jurors 
believe there are serious conflicts snd so 
does Judge Chapman. This investigation 
was stymied until after the Holidays. 
Meanwhile, morale sunk in the Welfare 
Department, complaints continued to come 
in about Welfare Director Connie Bennett 
and her crippled Child Protective Services 
Department. Thousands of dollars had been 
spent on employee appeals hearings. Some 
say service to abused and troubled children 
suffers too. 

Then the County Clerk's office blew up. 
Courthouse observers had speculated that 
the Supervisors appointed Dennis Myers' 
secretary, Jeanne Lopez as a favor to him 
because Myers had supported the Board on 
the water agreement. One Courthouse 
source close to the situation and who 
wished to remain anonymous also said that 
Myers and Gibbons had intimidated some 
Board members with threats of an Attorney 
General's investigation into the Millpond 
recreation area finances. Courthouse 
sources seriously questioned whether 
Lopez might be Myers' pawn. Myers snd 
Lopez were seen several times dining 
together in heavy discussion at a public 
restaurant following the Clerk's 
appointment. Most had expected the Board 
to appoint either Assistant Clerk Arlene 
Grider or former Assistant Clerk Beverly 
Harry - two women with experience in the 
office. Instead they chose Lope 2 . 

Soon Grider, a proven County worker, 
called it quits under stress. Next Court 
Clerk Dale O'Connor quit or was fired. 
Reports said that behind the scenes 
manipulations contributed to that 
situation. Judge Chapman watched as his 
Court staff disintegrated. "The Clerk's 
office is a classic example of the 
breakdown going on in our County 
government," said Chapman. The Judge 

(continued on p.4) 









































































































































































































































Costly Chaos (continued from p.3) 

decided to act. He Issued a rule of Court to bring Dale 
O’Connor and possibly the other clerk, Kathy Heubert, 
directly into his office. Without talking to the Judge, the 
Supervisors directed their County Counsel, in a closed 
session, to sue Judge Chapman. The Judge said he wanted 
to talk out the problem with Lopez. But then Chapman 
said he learned that "Dennis Myers took Kathy Heubert 
into his office and had her interrogated. They told her 
that if she opted to go along with my plans she would have 
no job if I were defeated in my position." Chapman says 
that both Myers and Gibbons hsve used intimidation 
tactics to influence employees to go along with their 
views. Chapman said he was still willing to talk about the 
Clerk disaster, that is, until he S8id he learned that Lopez 
"had made defamation remarks about myself and one of 
the clerks." 

Clerk O'Connor, now housed in the Judge’s upstairs 
office, along with Kathy Heubert, says Courthouse morale 
is low because of political plays. "I think the Courthouse 
seethes from time to time with little controversies and 
sort of back room gossip and little infighting. I think the 
County Courthouse now is a prime example of small 
minded people Jockeying for position. There seems to be 
an ever increasing slant toward people not being content 
to do the job they were hired for. They’re not trying to 
promote the County to make it the kind of County people 
8re proud 8nd happy to live in... I think too many of the 
people in the County Courthouse and department heads are 
so busy among themsleves jockeying for position and 
trying to better their own little enclave that they are 
really doing very little for the County as a whole." 

That complaint is echoed privately throughout the 
Courthouse corridors. Although one man at the top thinks 
everything is hunky-dory. When asked if he sees a 
pattern of serious problems in the Courthouse lately, 
County Administrator Mike Hanford said "in some cases 
they are not problems. I'm not convinced there is a 
problem in the Welfare department. I will wait for an 
audit of that department. And I don’t think there is a big 
problem with the Clerk and the Judge. Some things have 
been blown out of proportion.” To those looking into the 
goings on at the Oourthouse, it seems no one is talking or 
that few want to peacefully resolve problems. Judge 
Chapman said he was baffled when he learned that the 
Supervisors authorized Dennis Myers to sue him. ’’The 
Supervisors never came to me to see if we could settle 
this problem over the Clerk’s office. They never talked 
to me. That's why I did not appear at the Board the day 
that issue W8S discussed. All ! could expect was to be 
publicly vilified by three Board members. I had been 
willing to negotiate over this,” he said, “but the Board did 
not even have the courtesy to call me for my side of the 
issue.” 

Judge Chapman said that he believes "Supervisors 


Lefty Irwin, Bob Bremmer, and P.D. Cook” would have 
attacked him and had no intention of looking for an honest 
solution. And on top of everything else, at press time, the 
Supervisors authorized the costly hiring of a private 
lawyer for Clerk Lopez. Against a previous agreement 
with Judge Chapman, Lopez decided to assume Linds Mills’ 
job as County Jury Commissioner. The Judge asked her 
to desist from representing herself as Jury 
Commissioner, a job described under the duties of Linda 
Mills as the Court’s Executive Officer. The Judge said 
that Lopez 8t first “threw 8 tantrum” over this but agreed 
to go along with the Judge's request. Then she apparently 
changed her mind and still another fight is brewing. 

Aside from the cost in employee morale and work 
motivation, all of the political back-biting is costing the 
taxpayers thousands of dollars in hiring of lawyers, lost 
time tending to needlessly stirred up issues, aid 
deteriorating public service. Judge Chapman says he just 
wants to run his Court but csn’t if current interference 
continues. For something like two years, the Judge had 
quietly run the Superior Court. Now, he finds himself in 
the uncomfortable position as champion of County 
workers who feel they are being abused by the current 
Courthouse administration. Chapman optimistically 
hopes that when Supervisor Bob Campbell comes on the 
Board things will improve. The current Board has done 
little to respond to his concerns. “Starting with the 
Welfare employee firings, then the resignation of the two 
most valuable Clerk’s workers... I have had to take action. 

I couldn’t wait for the Board.” Meanwhile, the expenses 
mount and confidence in Inyo's officialdom slips. At the 
Inyo County Courthouse... it’s costly chaos. ■ ESNS 
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Just Doing Their Job 



Superior Court Judge Don Chapman and Grand Jury Foreman Alice Lloyd 


Just the fact the Grand Jury is looking into things is 
enough to send shock waves throughout the County. 
People sometimes think that an investigation 
automatically implies guilt, so few want their activities 
scrutinized. 

The public wants to know if its government is doing a 
good job, and most individuals haven't the time or 
know-how to find out. That’s what the Grand Jury is ell 
about. State law charges Grand Jurors with what is 
called the "watch-dog" function. To most that means the 
Jurors look into the workings of government offices to 
see if they sre functioning properly., to see if the 
taxpayers' dollars are well spent. 

A controversy has flaired in recent weeks over 
whether the Grand Jury should announce who and what it 
will investigate before actually completing an 
investigation and issuing a report. Law dictates Grand 
Jurors must hold investigations in secret with criminal 
penalties to any member who releases information 
prematurely. Traditionally, Inyo Grand Jurors have 
made no public pronouncements about their activities 
until filing a report. 

Many were surprised then when 84-85 Grand Jury 
foreman Alice Lloyd and Superior Court Judge Don 
Chapman came before the Board of Supervisors and 
announced that the Grand Jury needed additional money 
for a management audit in an investigation of the County 


Welfare department. 

District Attorney Buck Gibbons was one who did not 
hide his surprise or anger at the Grand Jury and Judge 
Chapman revealing its business to the Supervisors and 
the public. Being one of the Grand Jury’s legal advisors, 
Gibbons accused the Jurors of not conducting their work 
in secret. 

Judge Chapman says the Grand Jury is required by 
law to tell the Supervisors about spending more money on 
an audit. He sees no conflict in making this information 
public. In a recent interview with News-Letter, Judge 
Chapman said he S8w "nothing wrong" with the Grand 
Jury announcing which "departments they would look 
into” prior to beginning their work each year. The Judge 
said this would "be difficult in many instances" but not 
prohibited by law. 

The Supervisors revealed their unhappiness over the 
Jury’s request. Money was one problem. The Jury told 
the Board that an outside auditing firm might cost 
anywhere between $7500 and $17,000. Judge Chapman 
told the Supervisors the Grand Jury is under the 
Superior Court’s jurisdiction, and he would approve the 
spending of extra County dollars. 

At press time it is still uncertain what the Grand 
Jury will do. At a public hearing, Judge Chapman ssked 
the Jurors to seek out all options before hiring an outside 

(continued on p. 6 ) 5 



















Just Doing Their Job (continued from p.5) 

firm. No matter what the Grand Jury does, controversy 
over this issue is still thriving at the Courthouse. 

Actually the controversy pivots around the differing 
views of Judge Chapman and his political rival, District 
Attorney Buck Gibbons. These two have squared off 
before - Gibbons not hiding the fact he covets Chapman's 
job. They base their fight on points of law and the 
interpretation of law, but msny say it boils down to a 
political fight and the quest for power in the Courthouse. 

The Grand Jury is supposedly above politics, and the 
jurors say they just wanted some legal advice on how to 
proceed with an investigation they felt required outside 
experts. Inyo Grand Jurors have three legal advisors - 
DA Gibbons, County Counsel Dennis Myers, and Judge 
Chapman. A reported rift had developed between Jurors 
and the District Attorney. 

As for choosing a legal advisor and the Jury's 
motives, Judge Chapman points out, "the number of 
people involved (19) is a controlling factor" as to how 
the Grand Jury conducts its business. DA Gibbons said 
"good legal counsel" is all the more necessary for the 
Grand Jury to avoid abuse. 

While Judge Chapman said the Grand Jury’s 
"investigation is warranted" 8nd “their request is 
proper," DA Gibbons challenged the Judge's authority to 
delegate County money for spending by the Jury. And so 
the battle lines were drawn. 

Politics aside, the Grand Jury is the public's looking 
glass into the workings of County government and can 
look into city government as well. As Grand Jury 
foreman Alice Lluyd points out, it is "part of the system 
of checks and balances" that this country was founded on. 
They have a civil watchdog function to investigate abuses 
and to improve the running of government. They publish 
their report and present it to the Board of Supervisors 
after which it is up to the Supervisors to take action. 

Judge Chapman points out that this can turn into a 
frustrating exercise. "The Supervisors must respond to 
the Grand Jury within 90 days, but that’s all they are 
required to do,” says the Judge. Citizens remember well 
the Supervisors unresponsive action to the 83-84 Grand 
Jury report regarding the County's negotiations with the 
City of LA on the water agreement. They seemed to be 
addressing deaf ears on the Board and that 
unresponsiveness can be very frustrating as the Judge 
points out. 

So what is the value of the Grand Jury? Judge 
Chapman says the vslue is two-fold. First, the Grand 
Jury gives "greater public awareness" through 
presenting its facts in a published report and the media 
getting it out to the public. Secondly, the Grand Jury 
puts pressure on public officials “to keep them in line”. 
No one likes to be investigated 8nd knowing the Grand 
Jury can do this “is the most effective sspect of the Grand 
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Jury", says the Judge. 

DA Gibbons says the power of the Grand Jury comes 
from "the same power the media has". It brings facts to 
light through a published report. "Good reporting gets 
results", says Gibbons, so if the "quality of work done by 
the Grand Jury is good, results can happen." Gibbons 
sees the need for good legal advice so the Grand Jury can 
properly carry on its investigations of government - 
"government having become too complex without legal 
advice". 

The Grand Jury looked for legal advice snd chose to 
listen to Judge Chapman. These volunteers perform a 
public service by looking into the inner workings of 
government, and in this case, inadvertently brought to 
llght.Jn a way a final report could not...the political 
workings of the Courthouse. ■ 

Jackson Pound 
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UNCONVINCED 

The Supervisors were delighted to think that 
everybody had caved in on the water agreement. But 
that's not whst really happened. When it came time for 
the Supervisors to make the final vote on the agreement, 
there was a "public hearing". The League of Women 
Voters "removed their opposition to the agreement" since 
the Court of Appeals Judges had made some changes. And 
then President of the Owens Valley Committee, Bill 
Manning, stood up and basically said that Committee had 
no big problems with the agreement and would watch 
DWP's activities. 

But it seems that not all members of the OVC felt that 
way nor were expecting Manning to say that. Manning 
said it was his clear impression that the membership 
wanted him to say what he did, but others disagree. Some 
members were disturbed by the fact that under the 
agreement Inyo County can go to the Appeals Court, if 
OWP acts in bad faith, end cancel the agreement. But, the 
wording also says that then Los Angeles will stop making 
payments on the groundwater studies. Some were calling 
it extortion. 

And then there are the so called "mitigation 
projects". Members of the OVC criticized these projects 
that are supposed to repair the environment that DWP 
has damaged through diversions and pumping. Many feel 
that most of the proposed projects are only temporary 
and DWP says if the agreement falls through or ends, so 
may the mitigation projects. Not only that... the projects 
will require increased groundwater pumping - the one 
thing many people do not want 

And so, while some Supervisors may have convinced 
themselves that everyone is pleased with the agreement... 
not so. 

(continuedonp.8) 
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NEWS BRIEFS (continued from p.7) 

DISRUPTED 

The lives of Monte Clifford and Nona Hollows/ were 
completely disrupted when Welfare Director Connie 
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Bennett fired them. They were the key workers in the 
Inyo County Child Protective services division of the 
Welfare department. Both Clifford and Holloway have 
appealed their firings. Clifford awaits word from the 
State Aooeels Board and Hollowav’s hearino was continued 
until after the first of the year. They both 
adamantly state the/ were wrongfully fired. Ms. 
Bennett said they were insubordinate. 

Clifford, who says he Is disillusioned by Inyo 
County, moved to Butte County where he is working 
in the sexual abuse unit of the Welfare department 
there. Reluctantly, he had to sell his home here 
and mov8 his family. 

Non8 Holloway, at last report, was also living 
out of the area, trying to put her life back together. 

Meanwhile, the current Child Protective 
Services in Inyo have fallen under increaslg 
criticism. Recent reports revealed that the Indian 
communities throughout the County feel that 
department has failed in Its servicing of Indian 
children and Indian foster parents. 

Clifford said he is sorry about leaving Inyo 
County’s Child Protective Services, but he says 
that he feels he is better able to conduct real public 
service in his new Job. 

In Nona Holloway's case, her attorney, Ed 
LaPlount, and County Counsel Dennis Myers had 
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Monte Clifford 

worked out a proposed settlement of 
her termination appeal and claim 
against the County. Informed 

Courthouse sources said that Myers 
presented that proposed settlement 
to the Supervisors, but they turned 
it down "because they felt sorry for 
Connie Bennett due to the story about 
her in the News-Letter." 

LaPlount confirmed that this was 
wh8t he W8S 8lso told. Other 
Courthouse officials privately 
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expressed amazement that the Supervisors would b8se a 
serious decision on their feelings about a news article. 

WILSON SURFACES 

When convicted murderer Steve Wilson escaped from 
Folsom Prison, some Inyo residents and law officers 
feared he might come back to Inyo or try to contact 
former friends here. Well, Steve Wilson has made a 
contact, but it was a phone call to his work supervisor at 
Folsom. He reportedly called to wish the man Merry 
Christmas. 

The startling news was aired on Sacramento 
television. Reports indicated that Wilson called Folsom 
Prison to talk to his former work supervisor and that he 
talked to the man for something like twenty minutes. 
Reports said that Wilson told the prison official that he 
was living in a secluded area north of Sacramento and that 
he had walked for a couple of hours to a pay phone. 

Reports also said that Wilson told his work 
supervisor that he thought a lot of him, wished him 
well... and Merry Christmas. Of course, this was big 
news all over the State because Wilson was the first 
inmate to escape from Folsom in 20 years. No one ever 
suspected that Wilson would surface through a phone call 
to the prison supervisor. Apparently that man tried to 
find out exactly where Wilson is living, but he skirted 
the question. 

Of course, Wilson was convicted of shooting and 
killing his former father-in-law, Bill Thornburgh of 
Olancha. Residents of the Olancha area lived in fear after 
Wilson's escape. Some said they even armed themselves 
for his possible return. If what Wilson told the prison 
official is true, he Is living somewhere north of 
Sacramento. But as for his identity and life now... that 
still remains a mystery. ■ 
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Flv Fishermen 

Going Hf ter The 



DWP has always operated on the assumption that it 
has ironclad rights to take unlimited water from Inyo and 
Mono. But from an unexpected source comes 
opposition...fishermen are saying, "enough". 

Almost casually, DWP announced plans to dry up 
Rush Creek in Mono County. At the time, they had handily 
maneuvered Inyo County into what many are calling 8 
"surrender agreement'. Confident of their position in the 
Eastern Sierra, the DWP engineers looked for more 
water. It had been a dry summer in Los Angeles and the 
water bureaucrats decided it was time to take all of the 
water that had flowed freely for several years in Rush 
Creek. But something else had happened that DWP had not 
counted on - something like 30,000 trout had grown in 
Rush Creek waters. The Creek had turned into a prime 
10 


fishery and fly fishermen had 
discovered it. For DWP the 
timing was disastrous, snd it 
may have triggered another big 
fight. Now, fishermen battling 
to save Rush Creek want to know 
why DWP allows no water to 
flow through the Owens Gorge 
and into the Owens River. At 
press time, the statewide 
organization of fly fishermen, 
Caltrout, awaited an answer 
from DWP's Duane Georgeson. It 
looked like another big court 
fight ahead for Los Angeles. 

Most Inyo and Mono County 
officials, fearful of reprisals by 
DWP on land leases, business 
leases, or jobs, have retreated 
from aggressive battle. The fly 
fishermen really have nothing to 
lose and they have strong 
feelings about their sport and 
about the fisheries of California. 
Dick Dahlgren of Mammoth and 
his group called Mammoth 
Flyrodders immediately jumped 
to rescue Rush Creek, outraged 
at DWP's arrogant insistence on 
taking Rush Creek water without 

even searching for a way to save the Creek and its trout. 

And a Southern California lawyer and a member of 
the regional governing board of Caltrout is on the attack. 
He is Barrett Mclnerney. He has actively taken part in 
several top political campaigns in Southern California 
and has worked as 8 professor of political communication. 
Mclnerney is no stranger to southland politics and he has 
DWP's number. He says that the Department of Water 
8 nd Power's policies in the Eastern Sierra will very 
probably lead Southern California into very serious 
water problems in the next few years. "I spoke with one 
of the editor’s of California magazine,” said Mclnerney, 
"and I explained to him that it's a little bit sad that the 
fish are going to die in Rush Creek and it's a little bit sad 
that there isn't a lot of concern about what's happening in 













Big One 

the Eastern Sierra..what I'm a lot more concerned about 
is the future of Southern California after December of 
1985." 

“At that time,” he said, "the State of Arizona's pumps 
begin pumping water out of the Colorado River. Orange 
County, San Diego County, and L.A. County outside of the 
City will lose 30* to 40* of their water now coming 
from the Colorado River. And the only way to make up 
that loss is to extend the State water project 8nd take 
more water out of the North. 1 can not see how Southern 
California can approach the North and ask them to vote to 
give more water when they look at the way one Southern 
California water agency (DWP) has handled their 
responsibilities to the area where they are removing 
water." Mclnerney believes that if DWP does dry up 
Rush Creek, it will become the "horror story that Is 
repeated over and over again. It’s not just hurting Inyo 
and Mono counties, it is sending a signal to the whole 
State. And the signal is you can't trust Southern 
California to adhere to environmental considerations 
when they take water from you and secondly, if you let 
them put a straw in your water, they will keep sucking 
on that straw until there is no water left." 

The outspoken Mclnerney says he believes that DWP 
has done a real discredit to everyone in Southern 
California by proving to Northern California that you 
can't trust anybody in Southern California. "That's going 
to8ffect 12 million people in Southern California and8s 
long as DWP insists on pretending it's still the 1920's, 
there's not a single water bond issue that is going to be 
passed in California to help out the South." 

Mclnerney told us that Caltrout will take a close look 
at wh8t DWP is doing to streams in many parts of the 
Easterrn Sierra. He was waiting to hear what DWP has to 
say about drying up the Owens Gorge. “DWP”, says 
Mclnerney, "has one mission in life...that's to seek out 
water and bring it back to Los Angeles. DWP would have 
to curtail itself and acknowledge the fact that the effort to 
pick up water in Mono County may jeopardize the ability 
of Southern California to get water over the next 30 
years. It boggles my mind," he said, "as to how 
short-sighted they are.” 

This flyfishing lawyer sees DWP's attitude as 
outright greediness: "Greed - that's all it is at this point. 
It’s just plain greed. They refuse to make 8ny kind of 


adaptation because they believe they have to keep this 
posture of a little spoiled brat who sits there and says 
'it's my water - it’s always been my water - I won t 
share it with anybody and the only way you're going to 
take it from me is to have somebody force it out of my 
hands.'" 

And even as this fight got started, the resurrection of 
Assembly Bill 3567 was going on at Sacramento. That's 
the bill that Assemblyman Jim Costa introduced several 
months ago At first the bill offered all counties the legal 
right to local groundwater control. Then DWP lobbied for 
an amendment which excluded Inyo and Mono from that 
right. The Governor vetoed the Bill, but it is coming back 
in the next legislative session. Mono County wants no 
part of it and will fight. Inyo County, shackled by a 
compromising agreement, is working with DWP on 
"compromise” language in the bill. But the bottom line is 
- Inyo will probably lose out on State validation of local 
groundwater control 

Mclnerney believes AB3567 re-inforced the fact 
that "DWP doesn't particularly care 8bout laws; they 
don't particularly care about the environment, and 1 feel 
sorry for the people who are going to face significant 
water shortages in Southern California." 

And so this time, a seemingly obscure group - fly 
fishermen - are standing up to fight DWP's plan to 
destroy fisheries This time, it's the fishermen who are 
going after the big one. ■ rc;N c 
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1. Comfortable home in Lone Pine with guest 
house, large rooms, fireplace, garage 
In good condition $65,000 

2 Liquor store, gas station, mini-mart 
combination - includes 1 acre private 
land on Highway 395. Priced right 
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An experience in fine dining. 

Delicious gourmet foods 
and a Children's Menu. 

The Red Lyon Saloon 
has it's own bar menu. 


Saloon & Dining Room 
Open from 5pm 


Happy Hour 
Nightly 5-6 
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Boulder Drive. June Lake, California 93529 
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Daily Stock Market 
reports from 
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On Radio and Television- 

BENETT KESSLER 
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Howard Jarvis 
talking to BK at 
LA Press Club. 
Jarvis says 
Prop.36 will be 
back, and he's 
still fighting 
what he calls a 
corrupt 
bureaucracy. 


A bureaucratic dictatorship searching for a free hand 
to spend the people's money...that's what Howard Jarvis 
sees developing in California. Even though he's 84, 
J8rvis pursues tax cuts like a youthful warrior. He 
wants to see less money in the hands of the State 
government...a government that he feels is growing into 
an uncontrollable and corrupt bureaucracy. 

Inyo County voters rejected Jarvis's latest 
Proposition 36 which was his effort to bolster and 
protect his original Proposition 13...that's the measure 
that slashed property taxes News-Letter talked to 
Jarvis about his failed proposition and politics in 
general. He reveals what many consider to be a blooming 
disaster in Sacramento - political contributions and 
legislative pay-offs. Following is our conversation with 
Jarvis: 

News-Letter: Why did Proposition 36 fail? 

Jarvis: The campaign against 36 was a false campaign as 
was the one against Prop. 13. These initiatives 
are very hard to pass. I wrote 13 in 1963 and it 
took us until 1978 to pass it. We failed three 
times But I don't think we'll fail three times on 
36. We'll bring It back to an election In June or 
November of 1986. 

N-L: What will happen to Proposition 13 in the 
meantime? 

Jarvis: On July 1, 1985, our legal advice tells us that 
the 1 % limit on property taxes under 13 will be 
destroyed. Because of two court decisions and a 
bill passed In 1983 which goes into effect in 
1985, Proposition 13 is In trouble. Both the 


court decisions and the bill were kept secret 
from the public. When they go into effect, it is 
our belief - and we are a better authority on this 
th8n anyone else - the IX limitation under 
Prop. 13 will be destroyed. I read that the 
Governor was unhappy about the court decisions 
on 13 and wants to talk to me about it. Someone 
is finally seeing the light. 

N-L: What will happen to property taxes? 

Jarvis: They're going to go up very rapidly and I think 
they will go back up to where they were before 
13 and all owners of property, old and new 
homes, will all be assessed at exactly the same 
rate. 

N-L: Is government getting bigger? 

Jarvis: No question about it. The bureaucracy has only 
one objective. That's to expand itself and take 
more money away from the public. And the thing 
that the bureaucracy and most politicians do not 
W8nt is for the people to have 8ny say at all on 
how much money they are forced to pay the 
government. They want to do it without the 
peoples' votes, without the vote of anybody 
except themselves... which establishes a 

bureaucratic dictatorship over California. 

N-L: Some people say that Prop.36 would have taken 
too much 8way from government. 

Jarvis: The same people told the same lies on 13. 
Proposition 36 did not reduce anybody's taxes 
and It didn't reduce any Income to government. 
And government income in 1983-84 is the 
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highest amount of money that the California 
government has ever collected In its life. For 
Instance, in an analysis of 36, the Attorney 
General said It wouldn't cost the schools one cent. 
Some people campaigned and said it would cost the 
schools $570,000,000 a year which is a total 
lie. 

Since Prop. 13 passed, the State budget went 
up 69*. The City of Los Angeles went up 61* 
Most cities and counties went up 40 £ and the 
schools, up 50*. 

*** 

Jarvis also told us that contributions to oppose 
Proposition 36 came largely from East Coast 
corporations. He said that Merrill Lynch and Chevron 
contributed heavily to defeat Prop.36. We asked Jarvis 
why these corporations are interested in California. He 
said he doesn't really know. But Jarvis speculated that 
they want to control California government from New 
York and "they can do it because we have the most corrupt 
Legislature in the history of this State," he said. "Every 
piece of legislation is bought and paid for before it's voted 
in." 

Jarvis sent News-Letter copies of articles written in 
the Sacramento Union newspaper about money and the 
Legislature. That series of articles, written by Union 
bureau chief Dan Walters, quotes lobbyists and some 
legislators who all confirmed that money and issues go 
hand in hand. One un-named lobbyist is quoted as saying 
that "over and over again we have had key pieces of 
legislation suddenly held up and then you get a call about 
somebody's fund-raising event. It gets real close to 
extortion." The series paints 8 picture of California's 
legislators as people who are basically taking money 
from special interest groups in exchange for votes. 

Jarvis and others see this kind of corruption as the 
real problem in government. Jarvis's measures are 
designed to place less money in the hands of the 
Legislature. Even though, as he admits, his measure has 
hardly made a dent in spending. Many had hoped that 
Prop. 13 would pressure politicians into seriously 
cutting out unnecessary expenditures. But money is the 
key tool with which legislators and bureaucrats wield 
their power. 

Randy McCosker, press aide to Inyo’s State Senator 
H.L. Richardson, said of pay-offs and vote buying: 
"Everyone knows that's what is happening." He said that 
Senator Richardson would probably agree. McCosker said 
that Senator Richardson proposes creation of a part-time 
legislature so that those elected are not entirely 
dependent on their jobs as representatives. "Under that 
system," he said, “people would have other careers snd 
they would not be tied into being endlessly re-elected. 
Now, most legislators have no choice. If they lose their 
seats, they’re out of a job." And so McCosker and many 
others familiar with State government see the 


never-ending battle for re-election as the ground for 
temptation and bribery since the cost of campaigning is 
staggering, and the need for holding onto office Is so great. 

Some legislators are working for reforms, but 
meanwhile Howard Jarvis says he just wants to keep the 
public's money out of the hands of the politicians. If what 
Jarvis says is true, more, instead of less, taxpayers' 
dollars will head to the bureaucracy. Stay tuned to the 
New Year. ■ 
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Editor: 

In the November, 1984 edition of the Inyo County 
News-Letter Bobbye Wilkinson refers to a letter of 
criticism as a "notoriously demeaning petition". 
Although I had absolutely nothing to do with the letter, I 
ttSS asked if I objected to it. I did not, and I still don’t. It 
is the right of citizens to criticize any decision made by 
their elected representatives and for Wilkinson to 
suggest that those persons are disgracing themselves goes 
against the very core of our democratic society. 

By the way, it is a letter - not a petition. It does not 
ask for any action by the Board of Supervisors, snd it 
does not single out Mr. Bremmer. 

As to Wilkinson’s gibberish about politics (it 
politics - it wasn’t politics - maybe it was politics, but 
it’s okay, everybody does it), I quote from Shakespeare, 
’’bethinks (s)he doth protest too much.” 

Finally, Wilkinson suggests that I (and my friends!) 
should take defeat with “honor and dignity”. Well, we 
have. Perhaps the winning candidate and her friends 
would like a lesson in how to t8ke VICTORY with honor and 
dignity. 

Sincerely, 

Beverly Harry 


The 


Inyo County 

NEWS-LETTER 


P 0 Box 313, Independence, CA 93526 
Order a subscription for a friend - or uourself 


□ 24 issues r- 1 
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12 issues 
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CLIP AND MAIL TODAY 


The News-Letter welcomes reader' letters and 
comments relevant to public issues Letters should be 
brief and consisely stated The editors remind readers 
that publication of a letter does not necessarily imply 
either the editor’s agreement with its content, or its 
accuracy Address letters to P 0 Box 313, 
_Independence, CA 93526 
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AT 



AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN 
TOOP 


(Highway 395) Across from the Courthouse 
Independence, CA 


For reservations call 878-2221 



The Inyo County News-Letter is published 
at 536 North Edwards Street, 
Independence, California. 

Telephone : (619) 878-2508 or 878-2582 

^ Editorial Staff: "\ 

Jackson Pound John Heston 
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Afghan youngsters being sent to Russia for 10 years 
of training in the Soviet way of life. Soviet way of life 
must be very complicated. Ours is doing what comes 
naturally. 

Retail sales dip raises doubts for Christmas. If we 
don't sell a lot - cancel Santa. 

Now that proposisiton 36 has been defeated all our 
cities, counties, and special districts can move forward 
with projects they hod shelved. Now that we can, let us 
get on with the spending we were prepared to do without. 

Experts predict that home appliances may talk to 
each other by the year 2000. The refrigerator will tell 
the furnace to buzz off because it's causing him to lose his 
cool. 


Geraldine? 

Federal Reserve Bank claims the money supply is 
almost within its target range. If William Tell's son had 
been almost within his target range the story could have 
had a sad ending. 

Omie Mairs says: There is no news in the truth, and 
no truth in the news. 

All information concerning the economy comes from 
"reliable sources”. Now we know why it is so 
un-reliable. 

Gay Rights leaders fear AIDS blood tests will be used 
to discriminate against homosexuals. If the tests don't, 
AIDS will. 


Cal State faculty and regents collide over merit raise 
policies. Merit raises and brown noses often go down 
policy lane arm and arm. 

Roman Catholic Bishops draft a formula for the 
American economy reflecting 100 years of Catholic social 
teaching. Now that the Bishops have religion down pat, 
they are going to refine our economics. 

Economy's shine is only skin deep. So is beauty, but 
sometimes it takes a heap of face lifting. 

The other night a Peeping Tom knocked on Benett 
Kessler's door and requested she keep her shades pulled. 

Just how many cops are really enough? Less! What 
we need are more stool pigeons. 

Mondale says he gave it all he had. Doesn't speak 
much for what he has left. 

Pope John Paul tells women to serve family and 
church. Serve the family meals and give the church 
womb service. 


Bill Wilkinson, Imperial Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan 
has resigned. He wanted to get out of a Sheety business. 

Breakaway utility poles might save lives. Breakaway 
D.W.P. might save Owens Valley. 

The image of menopausal women 8s grouchy, 
irritable and sickly are untrue. They are only grouchy 
and irritable. 

Half the aerobic dancers sustain Injuries due to 
overwork, improper shoes and hard flooring. There are 
no push-ups out of the grave. 

•* • 

To avoid 8 decision, form a committee and let them 
avoid it for you. 

1.6 million year old skeleton found that proves we 
looked like humans for that long. If they could find out 
the way it died, they could prove we've acted like humans 
for that long. 

When my wife, the Postmaster, takes 8 coffee break 
she is only allowed to drink Bolgors Mountain grown 
coffee or parcel postern. /A" 


Ferraro wants to know if there is wife after 
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DWP is probably feeling like the odd-men out in 
Mono County. Seems a couple of DWP muckety mucks 
stopped in at the Mammoth Lions Club for lunch a few 
weeks back. Their presence drew boo’s from the 
Mammoth Lions. Unlike Inyo County, DWP does not own 
the business buildings in Mammoth and so the DWIP lacks 
the same leverage there. Mammoth merchants are 
indignant that DWP had the gall to try to dry up Rush 
Creek, 8 prime fishing stream and a draw for tourists. 


*«* 


acres here that Los Angeles owns? The economic health of 
each Inyo community and its people could improve with 
the moderate release and development of some land. Even 
with the Lone Pine project done, it's still tough for many 
others to find an affordable home. 

But while we’re giving credit where it is due, the 
County Supervisors deserve some. Jeter made the 
statement that DWP would work with the county when 
someone makes a decision about what is really needed. 
And the Courthouse crowd can’t seem to get its act 
together to even ask. 

Seriously...the people who do deserve recognition on 
this project are the members of the Lone Pine Economic 
Development Corporation. They are private citizens who 
have volunteered time and energy to wrangle with 
bureaucracy to get something done. And they did it. 


One Bishop businessman just doesn't know how to be 
a tourist...I guess he loves his work so much that Erick 
Schat spent his vacation baking! The Schat family 
traveled to New Orleans recently to get away from it all. 
But Erick, a true chip off the Schat’s tradition, ferretted 
out "the finest French bskery I could find." Erick says he 
headed to the French Quarter where he met "Maurice”. 
Erick came home with new know-how on an out of this 
world French cake. Ask him about it. 

*** 

"A rusty C3P0’’...that's how one of the supporters of 
Rush Creek described DWP’s Duane Oeorgeson at a 
hearing on that issue. But the “Star Wars" humanoid 
computer, C3P0, at least had a heart! Inyo people have 
long heard the company schpiel from DWP’s top 
bureaucrats. Now Mono County people are getting a dose 
and they can’t believe it. One man said Duane Oeorgeson 
sounded like a rusty computer, programmed to spew 
forth one-liners that explain away any possible 
wrongdoing by DWP. Mono people Just aren’t buying the 
hackneyed jargon. 

##* 

DWP’s Cy Jeter reads the News-Letter and he ssked 
me to "give credit where credit Is due." Okay, Cy. He 
called me to say that I failed to mention that it was DWP 
that sold the some 2.5 acres of land for the low cost 
housing project In Lone Pine...a project that Is moving 
along toward providing much needed housing. But I'm 
still trying to figure out what is so virtuous about DWP 
taking $95,000 for a few acres that it didn’t need 
8 nyway. And what about all thoss other thousands of 
18 


*** 

Trouble in Paradise...for those of you who have 
enjoyed dining at Paradise Restaurant north of Bishop, a 
disappointment. It’s hard to say when dinner will ever be 
served there. After complex legal hassles, the restaurant 
and lodge fell into foreclosure. Second mortgagee, Oary 
Shields now has the restaurant after third mortgagees 
Donna Mason and Merv Schaefer gave it up. But first 
mortgagee Jim Wilkes still has the opportunity to hold 
another forclosure sale in January. Underneath all of the 
confusion lies still more complexity over who has paid 
how much money to whom. Anyway, the bottom line - no 
dining at Paradise for now. 

*«« 

To some officials public input seems like public 
nuisance. During a recent visit to Inyo, Los Angeles 
Water and Power Commissioner Jack Leeney reacted 
peevishly when he found out that Inyo officials had to 
solicit public comment on the so-called mitigation 
projects in the valley before making a final decision. 
Those are the very temporary and somewhat cosmetic 
projects which are supposed to fix up areas that DWP has 
damaged with its diverting and pumping. Leeney wanted 
to get on with these projects and with obvious Irritation 
he told the Inyo officials that L.A. was read/ now. The 
people of the Owens Valley just seem to get in the way. 

*«* 

...MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD 
NEWS EVERY DAY... 

Sincerely, 



























































Be the first person to 
name any of these people 
who took part in the 49er 
Days in Death Valley, and 
you’ll win a 1 -year 
subscription to the Inyo 
County News-Letter. Call 
878-2508 if you know the 
answer. Happy Holidays. 
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